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RURAL TOURISM 

POMORIE BAY AND THE EASTERN BALKAN MOUNTAINS 

 

The genuineness and beauty of the villages in the Pomorie bay and Eastern Balkan Mountains 

region are the main and most attractive reasons for tourists to visit them. Among the most 

distinctive features of the region are the well-preserved way of country life and its vividness. By 

choosing rural tourism the visitors are able to enjoy an incredible opportunity to join the daily 

routines and life of individual homesteads. There are 75 settlements (4 towns and 71 villages) in 

the Pomorie bay and Eastern Balkan Mountains region, which fall in administrative terms into three 

municipalities - Pomorie, Aitos and Ruen. Many of those settlements have preserved intact the 

authentic Bulgarian traditions. Tourists from across the globe are welcome to become part of the 

traditions, nature and exceptional landmarks of the region. 
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Bata village is situated in the territory of Pomorie municipality. It was founded during the Ottoman 

rule as a settlement of guards, protecting Dyulino mountain pass. 

Bata village is home to the Georgi Il. Madjarov community centre (founded in 1910 under the 

name Georgi Kondolov), where collection of ethnographic exhibits may be viewed. An authentic 

folklore group is functioning in that centre. Sv. Troitsa (St. Trinity) church, built and functioning 

since 1909, is located in the village. Traces of an ancient Thracian settlements were found in the 

vicinity of the village (in the Bey Kyoy area between Bata and Poroy villages), which later grew into 

the Roman-era Kazalet road station on the Anchialus (Pomorie) – Marcianopolis (Devnya) road. In 

the Karabair and Kavadere areas the remains of the Kaleto fort and a chapel may be found. They 

are accessible via a country road. There are catering and recreation establishments in Bata village, 

which offer a rich folklore entertainment programme and authentic Bulgarian cuisine. 

Kamenar village stands in the territory of Pomorie municipality and it was founded by emigrants 

from Aegean Macedonia. Even nowadays some households speak only a Macedonian dialect. Until 

1934 the village name was Alekaria. There is an old Orthodox church in the village – St. Parasceve 

(Sv. Paraskeva) – built in 1860, which has valuable icons and wood carvings. It is functioning only 

on major religious holidays. The community centre of the village was founded in 1926 and 

nowadays it is affiliated with the Prosveta community centre, town of Pomorie. In 1936 a solid 

school building was erected. In 1942, after the Aegean areas were reunited with Bulgaria, 19 of the 

refugee families, which had settled in Kamenar village, returned to their home grounds in the 

Aegean area. There are mineral springs around the village and a mineral water fountain exists in it. 

Alexandrovo village, formerly known as Kara Kaya, is located in Pomorie municipality. It is related 

to one of the most memorable battles of medieval Bulgaria with Byzantium – the battle of Aheloy. 

The Panaya medieval monastery was also located in the territory of Alexandrovo village. Traces of 

it are preserved in the Panayata area about 3km from the village. The ruins and walls of a major 

temple were still visible there in the beginning of the XX century, which according to the locals 

used to be a monastery. Immediately next to the village is the Sv. Troitsa holy spring. In 2005 

construction of a church was started in the village, which the locals would like to be named after 

the holy spring, but at the insistence of the Metropolitan of Sliven, who referred to ancient sources, 

it was named Veil of the Holy Mother of God. 
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Goritsa village boasts a history of more than five hundred years and it is located in Pomorie 

municipality. Its original name was Orman. A unique pre-historic settlement dating back to the 

Stone and Bronze Age is located in the village land, in the beautiful Ploskata Mogila area. Two 

Thracian tumuli are located in its land not far from the village. An old Roman thoroughfare crossed 

Goritsa, coming from the east and bound west. The north wall of the fort, plastered with mortar, 

still stands atop the steep hill between both ravines. The fort was triangular in shape and had three 

entrances. 

In 1960 in Goritsa village a marble relief of significant size was discovered, depicting the Thracian 

horseman, which is an example of exceptionally fine artwork. The region of Goritsa village is very 

rich in monuments dating back to Thracian times. Here a Thracian chariot with bronze decorations 

was discovered, as well as many coins of the II century A.D. and building foundations from the 

Roman period. The Sv. Archangel Mikhail (St. Michael the Archangel) church is located in the 

village, which was established in 1856 and functioning permanently since. St. Lazarus’ Saturday is 

celebrated each year in Goritsa village. In Goritsa tourists will get to know the production 

technology of honey and a glimpse of the daily routines of honey producers. The patron festival of 

the village is celebrated on 8 November of each year. The favourable climate conditions and 

natural endowments, combined with its cultural heritage make Goritsa village an interesting venue 

for recreation and tourism. 

An age-old elm forest – Koriyata – of an area of 20 ha is located in the vicinity of Galabets village, 

which is in the territory of Pomorie municipality. It is a nature landmark, where felling of trees, as 

well as picking of plants and game hunting is prohibited. The Chairite protected area is located in 

the land of Goritsa village. There one may find the unique snow-white Loddon Lily. It has 

incredible medicinal qualities and is listed in the “endangered species” category of Bulgaria’s Red 

Book. Samoobrazovanie – 1928 community centre is functioning in the village and it runs a library 

of 7202 volumes. Since 2008 the community centre also hosts an ethnographic collection, donated 

by the local population. The area of the exhibition is organized into three sections – dedicated to 

work, way of life and culture and a replica of an ethnographic house. In addition to the vessels and 

tools, typical for the region, an emphasis is also placed on two customs: „get-together“ or the so-

called „chat“ and „caroling“. The processing of wool is followed – from the shearing, washing, 

spinning and weaving – up to the finished product stage. 
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In 1969 Kableshkovo gained the status of a town in Pomorie municipality. The former village 

attracts tourists by its unique cold mineral springs, located nearby. The Atanas Manchev 

community centre is located in the town, which was founded in 1920 under the name of 

Samorazvitie and to date it runs a library of 20384 volumes. The community centre building hosts 

an exhibition area, dedicated to Kozareva Mogila mound. The Sv. Dimitar (St. Demetruis) church is 

also located in the town, built in 1869 and designated a monument of culture. It is permanently 

functioning and regular conducts church services. 

Kozichino village, Pomorie municipality, stands in Eastern Stara Planina, 42 km north of the town of 

Pomorie. Kozichino is also known as Erkech. The most popular theory of the origin of the name of 

the village in Turkish is that it derives from the Turkish phrase “erken gech”, i.e. “continue”, “leave”, 

“do not stay overnight”. Another version of the origin of the village name is connected to the 

„erkech“ – the billy-goats that lead the flock. That is why the name of the village was translated 

from the Turkish word Erkech as the Bulgarian Kozichino. As legend has it the village was founded 

during the reigns of the kings Assen and Peter. Kozichino is famous for its unique and particularly 

well preserved folklore traditions, costumes and local accent. The Erkech community is very closed 

and specific, which determines the overall interesting and authentic atmosphere. 

Each year on the eve of Palm Sunday the custom of St. Lazarus’ Saturday is practiced. Also 

celebrated are Silivri, Ivanovden (St. John’s Day), Babinden (Grandma’s day), Petrovden (St. Peter’s 

Day), Erkech wedding, Valyanka, Erkech get-together, Enyovden (St. John the Baptist) etc. The 

traditional Erkech dances are also unusual and very impressive. All customs are re-enacted by the 

folklore group of the community centre. Kozichino is home to an ethnographic complex, but 

almost every household in the village keeps its own ethnographic collection, preserved and 

handed down for generations. The only functioning machine for production of lemonade in this 

country, which is two hundred years old, is preserved in the village. The lemonade is produced by 

the classical method and is filled into original bottles with ceramics and wire stoppers. Prosveta 

1906 community centre is active in Kozichino village It organizes re-enactments of a number of 

events, such as St. Lazarus’ Saturday celebrations, the Valyanka traditional activity, folk dance 

shows etc. The Erkech annual international plein-air is held in the village. For the duration of the 

plein-air painters from this country gather for their creative pursuits, and their works are exhibited 
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in the art gallery at the community centre. The Sv. Paraskeva (St. Parasceve) church is located in 

the village. It is founded in 1848 and is functioning only on major religious holidays. 

A functioning windmill is also available in Kozichino, with an inn and a restaurant to accompany it. 

The Daraka old house is also there, displaying authentic equipment, typical instruments, traditional 

costumes and is structured as an ethnographic museum. The visitors learn the mechanism of 

functioning of the carder and are able to try on Bulgarian costumes and take photographs as 

keepsakes. Safaris are also conducted in the village (using off-road vehicles) and the ostrich farm 

offers an opportunity for tasting ostrich eggs and meat. 

 

Medovo village is located in Pomorie municipality, at the foot of the Aitos section of Stara Planina. 

It enjoys a mild climate and a multitude of mineral water springs. Aheloy river is winding through 

to the north of Medovo and feeds into the most beautiful and pure Aheloy dam. The mayoralty of 

the village is suggesting the following option for a one-day hiking tour, entitled Following in the 

Steps of King Simeon – dedicated to one of the most important events in our medieval history – 

the major battle at Aheloy in the year 917, in which the forces of King Simeon inflicted a crushing 

defeat on the Byzantine army. This battle was a triumph of Simeon’s gift of devising the victorious 

war strategy. The existence of mineral springs is beneficial for the future development of the village 

as a centre of rural and spa tourism. Medovo also has a chateau with functioning ethnographical 

complex. 

The Sv. Nikola (St. Nicholas) temple stands in the village. It was founded in 1870 and is functioning 

only on major religious holidays. Celebrations of Christmas, Easter, Shrovetide and other holidays 

are traditionally organised in the village, which are also open to visitors. 

Poroy village Pomorie municipality, is an ancient Thracian settlement, mentioned in official Roman 

documents from the beginning of the Christian calendar. The first instance when the village name 

appeared was in the so-called road guides. On 26 October – St. Demetrius’ Day – of each year a 

festival of Poroy village is organised. 
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The only sand motorcycle track on the Balkan peninsula is located in the area of the village. It hosts 

competitions from European championships. The track in Poroy village is truly one-of-a-kind 

because of its natural sandy soil and is among the most preferred in Europe. For all short track 

fans the track in Poroy village provides a splendid opportunity to practice or to view their hobby. 

The old name of Lyaskovo village, Aitos municipality, is Aptarazak. Traces of an old quarry are 

visible near the village. On 8 November – Michaelmas – of each year the festival of Lyaskovo 

village is being held. On 2 September 2007 the newly built Sv. Archangel Mikhail church was 

consecrated. 

Just 1 km away from Peshtersko village and old chapel exists in the Ayazmoto area. On Ilinden (St. 

Elija’s Day) of each year the traditional fair of the village is taking place. The Sv. Sv. Cyril and 

Methodius community centre is functioning in the village and assists the celebration of traditional 

feasts of St. Lazarus’ Saturday and St. George’s Day and Babinden are re-enacted. 

A Roman mineral spa existed in antiquity near Pirne village, in the territory of Aitos municipality. 

Several Thracian mounds were discovered. A hoard of 360 Roman silver coins was discovered in 

the Elinskite Grobishta area. 

A hoard of 19 Byzantine gold coins was discovered in the vicinity of Sadievo village in Aitos 

municipality near an ancient fortress. On 15 August of each year – Dormition of the Holy Mother 

of God – the inhabitants of the village and their visitors gather in the Ayazmoto area, where they 

celebrate together the festival of the village. 

Dobra Polyana village, part of Ruen municipality (formerly known as Bairam Alan) is located at 

500m a.s.l. and is proud of its picturesque view, clean environment and organic farming. Each year 

at the festival of the village the authentic Turkish folklore group of Probuda 1952 community 

centre stages re-enactments of the “kana gedjesi” custom, i.e. of hennaeing of the hair of the 

bride-to-be on the eve of her wedding in her home. An ethnographic collection is arranged at the 

community centre with authentic men’s and women’s national costumes, tools used in daily life of 

the people. 
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Beautiful rock formations may be observed around Zaimchevo village, which is in the territory of 

Ruen municipality. It is also famous for its medicinal mud. Its properties are attributed to the highly 

mineralized water from Vonyashta Cheshma. Organic produce is being grown in the village. 

The Sv. Yoachim and Anna (St. Joachim and Anne) monastery is located near Lyulyakovo village in 

Ruen municipality and the Bourgas spas are also just 30 km away from the village. The medicinal 

properties of their waters are famous across the globe. The monastery is the only one in the 

territory of the Bulgarian section of the Kom-Emine international tourist route. Lyulyakovo village is 

located at the foot of Stara Planina in Ruen municipality. Kamchiya river is winding its way below 

the village. The Uspenie Bogorodichno (Dormition of the Holy Mother of God) Eastern Orthodox 

temple is functioning in the village, where a mass is officiated on Sundays. The ruins of the 

foundations of three medieval fortresses are located south of the monastery – of Lyulyakovsko 

Malko Kale, of Lyulyakovsko Golyamo Kale and of the largest of the three – Moravsko Kale, from 

where a breathtaking view of the Luda Kamchiya river valley opens. 

Sini Rid village (Chelebievo or Chelebi Kyoy in Turkish) in Ruen municipality has a history of over 

half a century. One of the oldest temples of worship is located to the north of the village – the 

mosque erected more than 400 years ago. Built overnight entirely of wood using just one hand-

saw and one adze, with wooden spikes and without a single nail, it is recognized as a cultural 

landmark. It is visited by many pilgrims from across this country and abroad. Legends have it that it 

was built by mysterious dervishes together with the mosques in Dabnik and Cherna Mogila 

villages. The Dobrovanski Gabi rock formation is located about 10 km away from the village. 

Struya village, Ruen municipality, is famous for the legend of Kodja Yusuf – a mighty undefeated 

wrestler and a legend of grease wrestling. His name was set in stone a stone, which may be viewed 

in Struya village. In 1885 he was awarded the title of Supreme Wrestler of the Ottoman Empire, 

after he succeeded in defeating in Karkpanar Kel Alicho - the 26-time winner of the grease 

wrestling. 
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MORE INFORMATION ABOUT POMORIE BAY AND THE 

EASTERN BALKAN MOUNTAINS 

 

BULGARIAN, ENGLISH, GERMAN AND RUSSIAN  

 

POMORIE MUNICIPALITY 

http://pomorie.bg/12533/%d0%be%d0%b1%d1%89%d0%b0-

%d1%85%d0%b0%d1%80%d0%b0%d0%ba%d1%82%d0%b5%d1%80%d0%

b8%d1%81%d1%82%d0%b8%d0%ba%d0%b0-%d0%bd%d0%b0-

%d1%80%d0%b0%d0%b9%d0%be%d0%bd-

%d0%bf%d0%be%d0%bc%d0%be%d1%80%d0%b8%d0%b9/ 

RUEN MUNICIPALITY 

http://www.obstinaruen.com/ruen/obschina-ruen/proekti.php 

AYTOS MUNICIPALITY 

http://www.aitos.org/info.php?id=204 

 

http://pomorie.bg/12533/%d0%be%d0%b1%d1%89%d0%b0-%d1%85%d0%b0%d1%80%d0%b0%d0%ba%d1%82%d0%b5%d1%80%d0%b8%d1%81%d1%82%d0%b8%d0%ba%d0%b0-%d0%bd%d0%b0-%d1%80%d0%b0%d0%b9%d0%be%d0%bd-%d0%bf%d0%be%d0%bc%d0%be%d1%80%d0%b8%d0%b9/
http://pomorie.bg/12533/%d0%be%d0%b1%d1%89%d0%b0-%d1%85%d0%b0%d1%80%d0%b0%d0%ba%d1%82%d0%b5%d1%80%d0%b8%d1%81%d1%82%d0%b8%d0%ba%d0%b0-%d0%bd%d0%b0-%d1%80%d0%b0%d0%b9%d0%be%d0%bd-%d0%bf%d0%be%d0%bc%d0%be%d1%80%d0%b8%d0%b9/
http://pomorie.bg/12533/%d0%be%d0%b1%d1%89%d0%b0-%d1%85%d0%b0%d1%80%d0%b0%d0%ba%d1%82%d0%b5%d1%80%d0%b8%d1%81%d1%82%d0%b8%d0%ba%d0%b0-%d0%bd%d0%b0-%d1%80%d0%b0%d0%b9%d0%be%d0%bd-%d0%bf%d0%be%d0%bc%d0%be%d1%80%d0%b8%d0%b9/
http://pomorie.bg/12533/%d0%be%d0%b1%d1%89%d0%b0-%d1%85%d0%b0%d1%80%d0%b0%d0%ba%d1%82%d0%b5%d1%80%d0%b8%d1%81%d1%82%d0%b8%d0%ba%d0%b0-%d0%bd%d0%b0-%d1%80%d0%b0%d0%b9%d0%be%d0%bd-%d0%bf%d0%be%d0%bc%d0%be%d1%80%d0%b8%d0%b9/
http://pomorie.bg/12533/%d0%be%d0%b1%d1%89%d0%b0-%d1%85%d0%b0%d1%80%d0%b0%d0%ba%d1%82%d0%b5%d1%80%d0%b8%d1%81%d1%82%d0%b8%d0%ba%d0%b0-%d0%bd%d0%b0-%d1%80%d0%b0%d0%b9%d0%be%d0%bd-%d0%bf%d0%be%d0%bc%d0%be%d1%80%d0%b8%d0%b9/
http://www.obstinaruen.com/ruen/obschina-ruen/proekti.php
http://www.aitos.org/info.php?id=204

