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When visiting Pomorie bay and Eastern Balkan Mountains region you will have the unique 

opportunity to enjoy rich history and numerous cultural and architectural landmarks. The 

region’s cultural calendar is related to traditional folklore, theatre and cinema festivals, as 

well as to the conduct of theme-based exhibitions of traditional crafts, to unique local 

culinary treats and beverages. The cultural and historic finds in the region are unmatched 

and numerous. Their studies continue at present as well. 

Antique Thracian dome tomb 

The unique tomb is located under the fill of a mound 5 km to the west of the town of 

Pomorie. The access of tourists to the tomb is easy and convenient. It dates back to the ІІ - 

ІV centuries AD. Presumably it was used as a heroon (mausoleum) of a rich family from 

Anchialus, where pagan religious rituals were performed. It was built during the Roman 

epoch. The tomb consists of a corridor (dromos) of a length of 22m and a round chamber 

of a diameter of 11.60m and a height of 5.50m. It is built of stone and brickwork. The 

tomb is topped by a semi-cylindrical vault, at the centre of which a hollow pillar of a 

diameter of 3.30m is located, which widens towards the top and merges with the exterior 

wall. On the inside of the hollow pillar a spiral stone staircase existed, which led to the 

surface of the mound. There are five niches in the circular wall of the tomb, where the urns 

containing the ashes of the deceased were placed. The tomb is in a class by itself on the 

Balkan Peninsula. Its architecture and level of construction are impressive even nowadays 

in terms of their perfect accomplishment. Many architects from across the globe are 

studying the tomb, with the view of discovering the secret of its mushroom-shaped dome. 

 

Kozareva Mogila archaeological reserve 

The reserve is located near the town of Kableshkovo. The finds are dated to the V 

millennium BC. The socialization, conservation and development of the reserve are yet to 

begin. In the opinion of archaeologists this is a major scientific discovery, which proves the 

existence of real civilization in the settlement proper and not outside of it. In the scientists’ 

view this is a sign of “industrial production” of sorts of various pottery items. The ancient 
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wooden potters’ centre is unique and yet another proof that 5 thousand years BC 

civilization was born precisely on our shores. 

 

Museum of history – Pomorie 

The museum is located in the old town section. The building is designated as monument 

of architecture of local importance. Exhibits from the Archaeology, Ethnography, Recent 

and Most Recent History departments are displayed. The Archaeological exhibition is 

arranged in several halls: Pre-history, Pre-Roman Anchialus, Roman and Medieval 

Anchialus and Numismatics. 

The museum exposition presents life in the Pomorie region from the highest antiquity until 

the Renaissance (the end of the XІV century). The museum halls also present the rich 

diversity of the culture and daily life of the population in the Pomorie country at the end of 

the XIX and the beginning of the XX centuries.  

Artefacts, old photographs, as well as interesting scale models are on display and they 

shed light on the history, atmosphere and the mindset of the town. The exhibition contains 

works by established and famous painters from Pomorie, Burgas, other parts of Bulgaria 

and from abroad. 

In June 2013 the Anchialus during the Renaissance – from the onset of the XIX-the century 

until the National Liberation exposition was opened at the museum. 

 

Museum of salt 

It can be found on the Shore of Pomorie Lake. It opened on 7 September 2002. The 

museum was established with financial support from the EU, the Republic of Bulgaria and 

Pomorie municipality. 

This is the only specialized museum in Bulgaria and on the Balkan peninsula of salt 

production by means of solar evaporation of sea water. Salterns using ancient technology 
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are on display. In parallel with the salt extraction Pomorie lye is being produced, which is 

used in curing ailments of the bones and skin. The method of salt extraction by means of 

solar evaporation of sea water is known as “ancient Anchialus technology”. 

The museum exhibition contains many photographs, original tools and other exhibits. In 

parallel with this the visitors are able to take a walk in the functioning salterns, watch “live” 

all technological operations, talk to the salt-workers and get a feel of the authentic 

atmosphere of the past. 

 

Genger ethnographical complex 

The Genger ethnographical complex is located in the town of Aitos and is open to visitors 

year-round. The open-air ethnographic exposition presents the folk arts and crafts, which 

are most typical for the Aitos country. The Genger ethnographical complex, a bakery, a 

wine-vault, a pottery, a coppersmith’s and a basket-maker’s workshop and applied arts 

and artistic knitwork ateliers. A descendant of the oldest potters’ family in Aitos is working 

at the pottery. The authentic tooling, the manual processing of the clay and the wheel, 

which the ancestors of the present-day artisan used for producing stoneware, have all 

been preserved. The visitors may witness the separate stages of manual pottery 

production and view unique specimens of the pottery craft. 

 

Monument of Peyo K. Yavorov 

As a tribute to Peyo K. Yavorov – a poet and revolutionary – a white-stone statue stands in 

Pomorie, at the very edge of the sea. The Yavorov Cliffs, Yavorov Garden and Yavorov 

Boulevard are all to be found here. For more than 50 years the official opening of the 

Yavorov Days takes place each summer in front of the monument. Their rich cultural 

programme is an attraction for many fans from all over this country. The monuments 

author is Ivan Blazhev and it was erected in 1959. 
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Old Houses of Pomorie architectural reserve 

The Old Houses of Pomorie group of buildings is composed of 10 houses of typical 

renaissance architecture and that is why they were designated a monument of culture. 

These houses share certain traits, which are typical for the so-called “Black Sea urban 

house”. 

The individual houses are located most often on the street front and follow the bends of 

the narrow cobblestone-paved streets. The wooden bay-windows, the balconies with 

tracery railings, the wavy lines of the roof-tiles, the white chimneys on the rooftops set 

against the blue sky background combine to create the typical cityscape of Renaissance-

era Pomorie. 

 

 

 

The fountains in Ruen country –Babina Momina Cheshma 

This fountain is located on the road between Shivarovo and Daskotna villages. The legend 

of an ill-fated maiden, who tried to overcome superstitions by wisdom and resolution, is 
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passed from one generation to another. This place was notorious as a meeting point of 

nocturnal fairies, hobgoblins, werewolves and other evil creatures, which the locals used 

for scaring each other. 

 

The three municipalities, which form part of the Pomorie bay and Eastern Balkan 

Mountains region – Ruen, Pomorie and Aitos – may be proud of their preserved traditions 

and organized community centre activities. 

 

Prosveta 1888 community centre 

It is located in the town of Pomorie. Prosveta community centre organizes a multitude of 

events, including: Yavorov celebrations in Pomorie in July, Sea of Wine festivals, the 

National Sea Week event, the Sea Rhythm Festival of brass bands and marching bands, 

Damadjan evening, Shrovetide – mummer carnivals in the streets of the town of Pomorie; 

Competition of mummers’ masks at the community centre, Arts Palette, Folklore Applied 

Arts Atelier, the Salt of Life Workshop, monthly theatre performances, film showings, 

exhibitions, etc. 

A marching band and a character dance school are active at the community centre, as 

well as a Children’s Theatre and Art of Declamation Studio, a dancesport club, a Local 

Studies club, a Euro-Integration club and others.  

The theatre performance group of Prosveta community centre is one of the best amateur 

groups in this country. 

Nowadays Prosveta 1888 community centre is housed by a building, newly inaugurated in 

2012, built entirely of steel and glass, with modern equipment and a 350-seat movie 

theater. 
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Svetlina 1939 community centre 

It is to be found in the town of Pomorie. Svetlina 1939 community centre organizes a 

series of events, among which the Gergyovden (St. George’s Day) National Thracian Folk 

Fair, the day of town of Pomorie, Love is Salty, Pomorie Shore Pearls song competition, 

Seaside Stage national theatre festival with participation of theatres from abroad. 

The community centre hosts an Internet club, a children’s puppet theatre, a scouts’ club, 

musical classes – accordion and piano, a Graphic Arts school and an authentic folklore 

group. The Firefly children’s theatre group has been formed at the community centre. 

 

Horo at the Pomorie Shore festival of ethnic dance clubs 

Each year people gather in the town of Pomorie – fans of the Bulgarian horo (ethnic ring 

dance), whose patriotism helps preserve the precious folklore heritage of Bulgaria and the 

activity of the ethnic dance clubs in this country is being promoted. 

 

Mummers’ pageants 

They take place on the first Sunday of March each year in Vresovo village. 

On the day of the celebration the mummers rise at dawn, dress up and gather in the 

Koriyata area near the village. They would walk around all homes in order to drive away 

the evil spirits and to wish good health and abundance to each household during the year. 

In the afternoon the Groom and the Bride would be dressed and the ritual at the village 

square would start before the numerous fans of those pre-spring festivities. The most 

exciting moment is that of the appearance of the King, who would deliver his blessing and 

wish the mummers and everyone in attendance health, longevity, happiness and 

abundance during the year. After being interrupted on numerous occasions by the ringing 

of the mummers’ loud bells, the King would also perform the traditional Sowing and 

Ploughing using a wooden plough, pulled by the mummers. The custom would be 

concluded by a mummers’ horo with the participation of both young and old. 
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Gergyovden in Pomorie – Town festival 

The town of Pomorie is celebrating its patron saint on the 6 of May. Each year the 

festivities commence by officiation of Holy mass at the Sv. Georgi monastery by the Most 

Reverend Yoanikyi, Metropolitan of Sliven. 

A point of attraction is the summer stage in the Sv. Georgi neighbourhood, where the 

town’s visitors are able to enjoy the festival programme, organized by Pomorie 

municipality and the Svetlina-1939 community centre. 

The cultural programme includes a number of events, such as a concert of the municipal 

brass band, of children’s and other vocal groups and ensembles, performing Bulgarian folk 

songs and dances. An important moment is the award of the “Honorary citizen” of the 

town of Pomorie title. The Masked Ball (costumed ball) is also traditional for the festival of 

the town. 

 

Sv. Bogoroditsa – Dostoyno Est international festival of Orthodox church music 

Each year the Orthodox Church is celebrating in the town of Pomorie the miracle, which 

happened in 982 – the encounter of the Bulgarian monk from the Dormition of the 

Mother of God monk’s cell at the Pantokrator monastery of Mount Athos with the agent 

of the hand of God. Atop the stone slab, which still stands there to this day, the initial 

words of the “It Is Truly Meet” acaphistus, whereby the Orthodox world is lauding the Holy 

Mother of God, appeared set in stone by no human hand. In 2013 the festival marked its 

tenth anniversary, and each issue gathers together Orthodox Church music choirs from 

across the globe. Sv. Bogoroditsa – Dostoyno Est is the most significant cultural event in 

the calendar of the town of Pomorie and is held at the Sveto Rozhdestvo Bogorodichno 

church. 
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The World is Sea painting plein-air 

The international plein-air is held in the town of Pomorie and it gathers together painters 

from Bulgaria, Germany, Belarus, Brazil, Turkey, Serbia, Greece, Moldova, Romania, Italy, 

Israel, etc. since 2004. It is held in June of each year and enriches the art collection of the 

municipality by artwork of authors of national and international importance. 

 

 

Slaveevi noshti folklore festival 

Slaveevi noshti folklore festival is held in June of each year in the town of Aitos. Its goal is 

to continue the traditions of the folk song, to stimulate the interest and love of our 

national musical and song endowment, to strengthen the continuity between generations 

in mastering the folklore culture as an exceptionally important element of Bulgaria’s 

national culture. 
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MORE INFORMATION ABOUT POMORIE BAY AND THE 

EASTERN BALKAN MOUNTAINS 

 

BULGARIAN, ENGLISH, GERMAN AND RUSSIAN  

 

POMORIE MUNICIPALITY 

http://pomorie.bg/12533/%d0%be%d0%b1%d1%89%d0%b0-

%d1%85%d0%b0%d1%80%d0%b0%d0%ba%d1%82%d0%b5%d1%80%d0%

b8%d1%81%d1%82%d0%b8%d0%ba%d0%b0-%d0%bd%d0%b0-

%d1%80%d0%b0%d0%b9%d0%be%d0%bd-

%d0%bf%d0%be%d0%bc%d0%be%d1%80%d0%b8%d0%b9/ 

RUEN MUNICIPALITY 

http://www.obstinaruen.com/ruen/obschina-ruen/proekti.php 

AYTOS MUNICIPALITY 

http://www.aitos.org/info.php?id=204 

 

http://pomorie.bg/12533/%d0%be%d0%b1%d1%89%d0%b0-%d1%85%d0%b0%d1%80%d0%b0%d0%ba%d1%82%d0%b5%d1%80%d0%b8%d1%81%d1%82%d0%b8%d0%ba%d0%b0-%d0%bd%d0%b0-%d1%80%d0%b0%d0%b9%d0%be%d0%bd-%d0%bf%d0%be%d0%bc%d0%be%d1%80%d0%b8%d0%b9/
http://pomorie.bg/12533/%d0%be%d0%b1%d1%89%d0%b0-%d1%85%d0%b0%d1%80%d0%b0%d0%ba%d1%82%d0%b5%d1%80%d0%b8%d1%81%d1%82%d0%b8%d0%ba%d0%b0-%d0%bd%d0%b0-%d1%80%d0%b0%d0%b9%d0%be%d0%bd-%d0%bf%d0%be%d0%bc%d0%be%d1%80%d0%b8%d0%b9/
http://pomorie.bg/12533/%d0%be%d0%b1%d1%89%d0%b0-%d1%85%d0%b0%d1%80%d0%b0%d0%ba%d1%82%d0%b5%d1%80%d0%b8%d1%81%d1%82%d0%b8%d0%ba%d0%b0-%d0%bd%d0%b0-%d1%80%d0%b0%d0%b9%d0%be%d0%bd-%d0%bf%d0%be%d0%bc%d0%be%d1%80%d0%b8%d0%b9/
http://pomorie.bg/12533/%d0%be%d0%b1%d1%89%d0%b0-%d1%85%d0%b0%d1%80%d0%b0%d0%ba%d1%82%d0%b5%d1%80%d0%b8%d1%81%d1%82%d0%b8%d0%ba%d0%b0-%d0%bd%d0%b0-%d1%80%d0%b0%d0%b9%d0%be%d0%bd-%d0%bf%d0%be%d0%bc%d0%be%d1%80%d0%b8%d0%b9/
http://pomorie.bg/12533/%d0%be%d0%b1%d1%89%d0%b0-%d1%85%d0%b0%d1%80%d0%b0%d0%ba%d1%82%d0%b5%d1%80%d0%b8%d1%81%d1%82%d0%b8%d0%ba%d0%b0-%d0%bd%d0%b0-%d1%80%d0%b0%d0%b9%d0%be%d0%bd-%d0%bf%d0%be%d0%bc%d0%be%d1%80%d0%b8%d0%b9/
http://www.obstinaruen.com/ruen/obschina-ruen/proekti.php
http://www.aitos.org/info.php?id=204

